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RETURN TO THE GARDEN OF EDEN
(ESSAY ON POSTMODERNISTIC THEOLOGY)

by Bishop David Perović

In this summary we would like to draw the attention of the reader to a study made in 
the Serbian language to which a link can be found at the end of this piece.1  In the study, 
named Themes of Biblical-Hymnographic Ecology,  we concentrate on the human being 
himself,  the human being of God’s companion, the human being as our brother in 
nature.  The focus of this study is on how the human being takes off the dress of light God 
originally intended him to wear, and on how he dresses up in leather garments, configures 
and endues the synthetic clothes and puts on the metal armour.

From the beginning,  the human being is a saint cleronomy (i.e. inheritance) of God.  He 
will remain so until the end of the global village and its fiestas.  Until the end, the human 
being is intended to have the freedom and possibilities of transformation in the way 
between the God-man and the man-God, a son made possible in Christ and communicant 
of divine nature and technotron, cyborgs, and cyber-man and technological and chemical 
benefits. At the epicentre of this work are ethos and the tradition of turning our eyes 
towards the Orthodox vision of God and knowledge of God.  At its basis are ethos and the 
tradition of a calm and afflicted looking at the ego.  The key to understanding this study, 
its methodology, and its structure, should be found in the neo-patristic synthesis theology 
and its methodology.

The beginnings of our eco-ethical and bio-ethical odyssey, filled with trauma and 
complexity, reaches up to Patrology, and to the expulsion of our first parents from the 
Garden of Eden.  On Sunday Cheese fare (also called, ‘ forgiveness Sunday ’ ) we remember 
all of the key and fatal effects of Adam’s expulsion from Eden because of his disobedience:  
he is deprived of heavenly sweetness, deceived by the word, standing in front of the 
Paradise in nakedness, and sobbing because of the immediate loss of everything, that is 
to say clothing, the light or entity of glory. One of our main themes is that the Orthodox 
service book Lenten Thriodion can serve as an original book about eco-ethics and bio-
ethics, bio-ascetics and bio-esthetics.2  The Palm Sunday Thriodion can serve as an original 
book about paschal contemplation of substance and being, wellbeing and eternal-
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wellbeing. Only after joyfully receiving the Testament of Lent, does it become clear that 
we would not have experienced the expulsion from Eden if Lent had been retained by 
our father Adam. The Psalms are one of the oldest types of narratives and prayers.  They 
contain expressions of thankfulness,  confession,  didactics,  prophecy,  festive jubilation 
and lament.  They also cover all types of conditions and movements of the soul: fear, anger, 
irritability, despondency, sadness, worry.  Everyone can find an adequate and fortifying 
Psalm for herself or himself in his or her present situation.

In addition, we critically explore the vocabulary used in discussions about prenatal 
children and children born with a disability.  This vocabulary illustrates that every remotely 
conceivable saga about a human being begins and ends with the words, expressing a too 
limited anthropological classification:  being non-human,  sub-human,  towards-human; 
human, above human, super-human.  Other words, however, are missing in the list, such 
as:  complete man, saint, God-child, God-human. The planned destruction of embryos, in a 
legalized and non-legalized way,  remains for us a criminal act,  irrespective of the means of 
doing it,  starting from the most primitive one toward the most sophisticated technology. 
It is the most monstrous and executed murder ever imagined.

Besides, we also develop the idea that in the beginning was the digital word.  Then we find 
a giant document or a recipe of extraordinary length. It fits within the tiny microscopic 
cell nucleus, which can be easily placed on the head of a pin. It is written in the genetic 
language, telling the story of all the genetic changes and inventions that characterize the 
history of our species and its ancestors from the beginning of life.  In summary, the genome 
is a sort of autobiography of our human kind, where important events are recorded in a 
certain order.  It would be unnecessary for the ranks of the Christians to panic because of 
evolutionary intoned statements by practitioners and theorists of genetics, that what we 
call a person is in a large part a question of brain chemistry!

Our work ends with the viewpoint of a psychiatrist, Dr. Marie-Bruno Dominique, expressed 
in the words: God is at the crossroads. She asks questions about all the drama of the 
world addressed through the idea of Homo technicus: Who am I? Who are you? Who are 
we?  Internet, virtual world, virtual economy of salvation and bliss! What does the virtual 
future bring to us?  The Second I, the virtual myself!  The patient requires therapists to be 
persistent in their personal development, as well as in their relationship with the patient. 
Psychotherapy aims to create a space for a renewed life and, if necessary, to be by itself a 
precursor to the spiritual life.  Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight His paths.
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1 The full name of the study: Themes of Biblical-Hymnographic Ecology, Bioethical Technology and Genetic 
Surgery with Virtual Design:  An Essay on Postmodernistic Theology.  The link to the text in Serbian: 
http://csc.ceceurope.org/fileadmin/filer/csc/Ethics_Biotechnology/Human_Enhancement_-_
Bishop_of_Krusevac_s_Diocese.pdf

2 The Lenten Triodion is the service book of the Orthodox Church that provides the texts for the divine 
services for the pre-Lenten weeks of preparation, Great Lent, and Holy Week. 
Http://orthodoxwiki.org/Lenten_Triodion. 
The Lent or Great Fast is the period of preparation leading up to Holy Week and Pascha.

ETHICS AND THEOLOGY

CEC-BOOK-MAY-CORR3.indd   248 28/05/13   10:11


